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Series: “Faith Like a Child” 

Today’s Lesson: Part 2: “Righteousness Revealed” 

 
I. REVIEW – WHAT IS PRAYER & WHY DO WE PRAY? 

 

A. Prayer is: heart to heart communication with Our Father in heaven; When we 

submit ourselves to The Lord in prayer, we received His thoughts, His images, 

His words and His emotions by agreeing with His Word (the bible).  In prayer, 

there is power released when we speak those things God has said over our 

lives, over the lives of others and over the earth. When we believe the bible is 

truth in our heart and speak forth what God has said, we release the finished 

work of Christ to manifest from the unseen into the seen. We call forth into 

manifestation (to become seen) what The Word of God (the bible) says is 

already ours in Christ. When we pray, we exercise our God-given authority on 

this earth over sickness, disease, the enemy, the thoughts and desires of our 

flesh, junk still living in our soulish realm, and over everything that is 

contrary to the word of God. When we pray, we bring heaven to earth. What 

the earth looks like now is simply a result of man’s level of agreement with 

God’s Word. If we desire to wreak havoc or go our own way, then the results 

will be what is produced on earth. If we desire to take God out of schools, 

then the result is his word will no longer have influence in the schools (les 

someone there is still a bible believing and speaking Christian). Prayer is 

earthly license for heavenly interference. God needs the agreement of man on 

the earth to intervene in our lives and in situations. He gave authority on the 

earth to man in Genesis 1:26-28. God’s desires for our lives do not just 

automatically happen. It is up to US to choose life and to open our hearts to 

receive Him, not only once, but on a daily basis. 

 

B. Prayer is NOT about trying to get something from God; He’s already given 

us everything His Word has promised through Christ; the bible says “no 

matter how many promises God has made, they are YES and AMEN (so be 

it!) to us in Christ,” (2 Cor 1). So when we pray, we are simply agreeing with 

God who has already said, “this belongs to him/her because of my son!”He 

already gave His son for the sake of ALL and wishes that NONE would 

perish, but many are. We must CHOOSE Christ (the word) and receive Him 

and all He says into our hearts in order to see the fruit of those promises 

produced/manifested in our lives. 

 

C. Prayer is about RECEIVING WHAT IS ALREADY OURS through the 

finished work of Christ (grace). Prayer is not a religious activity; it is a legal 

activity – something we do because we have a God-given, legal right to do it; 

it is about releasing from the unseen, supernatural into the natural (seen realm) 

what God says already is true. This happens when we believe the word and 

agree with the word and speak it forth. 
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D. Through prayer and meditating on the Word, the Holy Spirit reminds us of all 

Jesus has ALREADY done on our behalf and all that is ours now because of 

Him. Prayer helps open our hearts to receive from the supernatural into the 

natural. When we agree with what the Word of God says, we release faith 

(God’s faith working in us) to cause what the Word has promised to become a 

reality not only in heaven but also on earth. This happens by the Word of God 

(truth) washing our soul and causing us to be in agreement with God’s 

complete and perfect will for our lives and for every situation. When we agree 

(even when what we are confessing doesn’t seem to make sense in our logic), 

we give Him permission to intervene and for that promise and hope to be 

revealed into our hearts, and then to show up in the realm in which we can see 

with our natural eyes. 

 

E. The Word is our source of victory; the provision itself; the foundation for all 

our prayers; Jesus (The Word) is the one who defeated the enemy; our job is 

to proclaim what He has already done on our behalf and on behalf of others; 

the Word is what is to fill our hearts, our minds and our mouths in order to see 

the glory of God revealed on the earth by us believing on He who did it all for 

us! 

 

2 Cor 1:20 (NIV) 

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. 

And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 

 

II. REVIEW - FAITH LIKE A CHILD 

 

Matthew 18:2 

And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, 3and said, "Truly I say to you, 

unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4"Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven.… 

Converted = stref'-o in the Greek & means: strengthened from the base, turn around or 

reverse 

 

A. What would these adults need to turn around or reverse? “Adult” patterns and 

behaviors that oppose those of a young child. 

 

B. Characteristics of a child: 

 

1. Son or daughter – they never question their identity or who they belong to 

2. Strongly influenced by another or by a place or state of affairs  

 

Prov 22:6 (KJV) 
6 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/18-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/18-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/18-4.htm
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3. Dependent upon their parents 

4. Trusting 

5. Always looking to the parent for wisdom and believes they have the answer to 

everything 

6. Excited to play and talk with their parents 

7. Full of hope, joy, creativity – easy for them to believe and dream 

8. Often stays at their parent’s side 

9. Likes to sing, dance and play 

10. Isn’t worried about problems in life 

11. Has fun using their imagination 

12. Happy just being in the same room as their mom or dad, like to be close 

13. Receives love and gives love easily 

 

[Mar 10:13-16 ESV] 13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch 

them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and 

said to them, "Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like 

a child shall not enter it." 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his 

hands on them.  

 

Encouragement to receive from Matthew 18:2: 

He who becomes like a child (is found, is kept, continues, partakes, and grows in the 

strong influence of his Father), will enter the kingdom of heaven (the realm of happiness 

and power). He who humbles himself in his heart shall be the greatest in the realm of 

happiness and power. 

 

C. As children, we receive the divine impartation of God’s blessing and 

power 

 

[Rom 10:17 ESV] 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ.  

III. REVIEW OF HOMEWORK:  “A Clearer Understanding of Faith” 

Faith defined according to Strong’s Concordance based on the Greek word “pistis” 

4102 pístis (from 3982/peithô, "persuade, be persuaded") – 

properly, persuasion (bepersuaded, come to trust); faith. 

Faith (4102/pistis) is always a gift from God, and never something that can be produced 

by people. In short, 4102/pistis ("faith") for the believer is "God's divine persuasion" – 

and therefore distinct from human belief (confidence), yet involving it. The Lord 

continuously births faith in the yielded believer so they can know what He prefers, i.e. 

the persuasion of His will (1 Jn 5:4). 
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[4102 (pistis) in secular antiquity referred to a guarantee (warranty). In Scripture, faith is 

God's warranty, certifying that the revelation He inbirthed will come to pass (His way). 

Faith (4102/pistis) is also used collectively – of all the times God has revealed (given 

the persuasion of) His will, which includes the full revelation of Scripture (Jude 3). 

Indeed, God the Lord guarantees that all of this revelation will come to pass! Compare 

Mt 5:18 with 2 Tim 3:16. 

1. The root of 4102/pistis ("faith") is 3982/peithô ("to persuade, be persuaded") which 

supplies the core-meaning of faith ("divine persuasion"). It is God's warranty that 

guarantees the fulfillment of the revelation He births within the receptive believer (cf. 1 

Jn 5:4 with Heb 11:1). 

Faith (4102/pistis) is always received from God, and never generated by us. 

Ro 12:3: "For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 

more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound 

judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith (4102/pistis)" (NASU). 

Eph 2:8,9: " For by grace you have been saved through faith (4102/pistis); and that not 

of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
9
not as a result of works, so that no one may boast" 

(NASU). 

Gal 5:22,23: "
22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faith (4102/pistis),
23

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 

law." 

2 Thes 1:11: "To this end (glorification) – indeed each time we pray about (peri) you for 

the purpose (hin) of our God counting you worthy of the call – even that He may fulfill 

(His) every good-pleasure that comes from (His) goodness and work of faith, in (His) 

ability." 

Reflection: Faith is only (exclusively) given to the redeemed. It is not a virtue that can be 

worked up by human effort. 

2. Faith (4102/pistis) enables the believer to know God's preferred-will (cf. J. Calvin; see 

2307/thelçma). Accordingly, faith (4102/pistis) and "God's preferred-

will (2307/thelçma)" are directly connected in Scripture. 
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2 Ro 12:2,3: " And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will(2307/thelçma) of God is, that 

which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
3
For through the grace given to me I say to 

everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to 

think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure 

of faith(4102/pistis)" (NASU). 

" BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BYFAITH(4102/pistis); AND IF HE 

SHRINKS BACK,MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM" (NASU). 

1 Jn 5:4: "For whatever is born of God conquers the world; and this is the conquest that 

has conquered the world – our faith 

(4102/pistis)." 

3. In sum, faith (4102/pistis) is a persuasion from God that we receive as He grants 

impulse ("divine spark"; cf. the Heb hiphil form of believe, *mn, in a later discussion). 

Faith is always the work of God and involves hearing His voice – whereby the believer 

lays hold of His preferred-will (cf. J. Calvin). 

Hab 2:4: "Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the 

righteous will live in his faith" (= 4102/pistis, "faith from the Lord"). 

More on what faith is . . . and isn't 

1. In Scripture, faith and belief are not exactly the same. Faith always comes from 

God and involves His revelation therefore faith is beyond belief! 

2. Faith is God's work; faith is never the work of people. We cannot produce faith 

ourselves, nor can we "drum it up at will." Rather, faith comes as Christ speaks 

His rhema-word within (see Ro 10:17, Gk text). 

3. In all of Scripture, only the term faith is ever used in the following way: Ro 

14:23: Whatever is not of faith (4102/pistis) is sin." Heb 11:6: "And without 

faith(4102/pistis) it is impossible toplease Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him" (NASU). 

The Lord offers to in-birth faith in each scene of life – so that each matters equally in 

eternity . . . no matter how insignificant they seem (Lk 16:10 with Lk 17:6 and 2 Pet 1:2). 
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IV. RIGHTESOUNESS REVEALED  

 

A. In order for faith to work in our lives to the capacity that we saw God’s faith 

working in and through the disciples, we must first have a revelation of the 

righteousness of Christ and know that WE have been made the righteousness 

of God in him. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

 

B. We have been made righteous in God’s sight: 

 

1. He has ended our old life in Adam. 

2. He has given us a new life in Christ. 

3. He has given Christ to us as our righteousness. 

 

He has ended our old life in Adam: 

"From within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 

fornication, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 

evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness." 

Mark 7:21-22 

God's way was not to "change" the "old man," but to put an end to him. God puts us in 

Christ on the cross. The Bible says, 

"Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him [Christ]..." Romans 6:6 

God wants us to know that our old life in Adam ended on the cross. We died with Christ. 

Not only did we die with Him, but we were buried with Him. 

What does burial signify? It signifies removal from God's sight. God says to us, "I ended 

your old life on the cross. I have removed that old life from My sight by your burial with 

Christ." 

God has given us a new life in Christ. 

Having ended our old life by our death and burial with Christ, God says to us, 

"I am now creating you as a new person in Christ." The Bible says, 

"For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good 

works that God prepared beforehand so we may do them." (Ephesians 2:10 NET 

Bible) 

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/2-Corinthians-5-21/
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We have a new life in Christ! Our new life began with the resurrection of 

Christ. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." 

God is saying to us, "You who have believed are now new creatures in Christ, for I have 

created you in Him. Your place and standing before Me is the same as Christ's place, for 

you are in Christ forever." 

God has given Christ to us as our perfect righteousness. 

In ourselves we are not righteous, but God has made us perfectly righteous in His sight. 

How did God do this? He put us in Christ; we are made "the righteousness of God in 

Him." The Bible says, 

"For He has made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 

made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 Corinthians 5:21 

C. Righteousness defined: 

 

 Dikaiosynē :in a broad sense: state of him who is as he ought to be, 

righteousness, the condition acceptable to God 

 the doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a state approved 

of God 

 integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking feeling, 

and  

 acting in a narrower sense, justice or the virtue which gives each his due 

 

Romans 3:20-27New King James Version (NKJV) 
20 

Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the 

law is the knowledge of sin.  

[Phl 3:3-9 NKJV] 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, 

and have no confidence in the flesh, 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks 

he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, [of] the 

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, 

persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things 

were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 

excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 

count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, 

which [is] from the law, but that which [is] through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by 

faith;  
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[2Co 5:17-21 NKJV] 17 Therefore, if anyone [is] in Christ, [he is] a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things [are] of God, who has reconciled us to 

Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in 

Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 

word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 

through us: we implore [you] on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no 

sin [to be] sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

D. Our righteousness before God is not something we are or something we have 

done. Our righteousness is the Lord Jesus Christ. God has put us in Christ and 

the risen Christ Himself is our righteousness. The Bible says, 

"But of Him are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 

1 Corinthians 1:30 

To whom does this verse belong? It belongs to every believer. Every believer is in Christ. 

Every believer can say, "Christ is my righteousness." 

"To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He has made us accepted in the 

Beloved [Christ]." Ephesians 1:6 

"But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct." 

1 Peter 1:15 (NKJ) 

How to please God 

In His Word, God has told us how we can live a life that is pleasing to Him. Paul 

said, "For we walk by faith, not by sight." (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

What does this mean—"to walk by faith"? It means to live, counting on what we are in 

Christ. 

Here is a great principle of the Christian life: Faith in our position makes it real in our 

life. 

When we see that Christ is our righteousness, we become righteous in our everyday 

life. When we see that we are "holy in Christ," we become holy. When we see that we 

are "saints in Christ Jesus," we begin to live as saints should live. 
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God wants us to live our lives each day in the full consciousness of being righteous in His 

sight because we are in Christ. Say to yourself again and again, "I am in Christ! He is my 

righteousness!" 

There is no truth in the Bible more important for us as Christians than knowing that we 

are in Christ and that He is our righteousness. This is something God did for us when we 

took Christ as our Saviour. Read this lesson over and over. Ask God to show you that you 

are indeed in Christ and the Christ Himself is your righteousness. 

 

 

BECOME A PART OF OUR ONLINE PRAYER SCHOOL COMMUNITY: 

www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity  

*teaching clips *scripture confession sheets *place to share testimonies 

http://www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity

