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Series Title: Life by the Spirit
Today’s Message:

Part 5 – “Calling Those Things That Are Not As Though They Were”
AKA: “Death to Self & Alive in Christ”

[Rom 4:16-17 NLT] 16 So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And
we are all certain to receive it, whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if
we have faith like Abraham's. For Abraham is the father of all who believe. 17 That is
what the Scriptures mean when God told him, "I have made you the father of many
nations." This happened because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back
to life and who creates new things out of nothing.

[Rom 4:16-17 NKJV] 17 (as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in
the presence of Him whom he believed--God, who gives life to the dead and calls those
things which do not exist as though they did;

[Rom 4:16-17 TPT] The promise depends on faith so that it can be experienced as a
grace gift, and now it extends to all the descendants of Abraham. This promise is not only
meant for those who obey the law, but also to those who enter into the faith of Abraham,
the father of us all. That’s what the Scripture means when it says: “ I have made you the
father of many nations.” He is our example and father, for in God’s presence he believed
that God can raise the dead and call into being things that don’t even exist yet. Against
all odds, when it looked hopeless, Abraham believed the promise and expected God to
fulfill it. He took God at his word, and as a result, he became the father of many nations.
God’s declaration over him came to pass: “Your descendants will be so many that they
will be impossible to count!”

[Psa 32:8 NLT] 8 The LORD says, "I will guide you along the best pathway for your life.
I will advise you and watch over you.

[Mal 3:10-12 NKJV] 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food
in My house, And try Me now in this," Says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not open for you
the windows of heaven And pour out for you [such] blessing That [there will] not [be
room] enough [to receive it]. 11 "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that
he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in
the field," Says the LORD of hosts; 12 "And all nations will call you blessed, For you will
be a delightful land," Says the LORD of hosts.

[Col 1:16 NKJV] 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.
All things were created through Him and for Him.

[Isa 55:8 NKJV] 8 "For My thoughts [are] not your thoughts, Nor [are] your ways My
ways," says the LORD.
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TODAY AMIDST THIS SERIES ON LIFE BY THE SPIRIT, WE ARE LOOKING AT
THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE LIFE OF SELF AND THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

In order to live the spirit filled life, we must first understand our impotence without God
and our continual need for him on a daily minute to minute basis. We must see as Paul
talked about that there is a difference between a carnal life and a spirit life.

[1Co 3:1-23 NKJV] 1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual [people] but
as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until
now you were not able [to receive it], and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are
still carnal. For where [there are] envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not
carnal and behaving like [mere] men? 4 For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another,
"I [am] of Apollos," are you not carnal? 5 Who then is Paul, and who [is] Apollos, but
ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he
who waters, but God who gives the increase…19 For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is written, "He catches the wise in their [own] craftiness";
20 and again, "The LORD knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile." 21
Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours: 22 whether Paul or Apollos
or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or things present or things to come--all are
yours. 23 And you [are] Christ's, and Christ [is] God's.

[Gal 5:17 NKJV] 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you
wish.

[Rom 8:1-9 NKJV] 1 [There is] therefore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and
death. .. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those [who live] according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be
carnally minded [is] death, but to be spiritually minded [is] life and peace. 7 Because the
carnal mind [is] enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed
can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the
flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not
have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

[Eph 5:1-33 NKJV] 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.. For you were
once darkness, but now [you are] light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the
fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is
acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather expose [them]. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are
done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light,
for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise
from the dead, And Christ will give you light."
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[Mat 16:24 NKJV] 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

[Rom 6:4 NKJV] 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should

walk in newness of life.

[Eph 2:6 NKJV] 6 and raised [us] up together, and made [us] sit together in the

heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus,

[Col 3:1-25 NIV] 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on

things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things

above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in

God…5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature…

[1Co 15:20 NKJV] 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, [and] has become the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Andrew Murray:
 The self turned to God as the creator is allowing Him to reveal himself in us. Self

turned away from God is the very darkness and fire of hell…
 Self is what brought destruction upon this world. The curse of self is man turning

himself away from God.
 God wanted a vessel that he might pour out his divine beauty, wisdom and glory.
 We get rid of the cursed self by taking up our cross and following after Jesus in

denying ourselves and choosing His will rather than our own. As we choose to
follow after Christ, He cares for all.

 Every time you please yourself, you deny Jesus. It is one or the other.
 If I trust in God and Christ, I cannot fall.
 Self trust is the root of every fall.
 Self will is at the root of robbing Christians of the blessing. Christ said to Peter to

deny thyself.

[1Pe 1:3 ESV] 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…

1. Born again (anagennaó): born from on high, born from above;
supernatural birth; to be born anew; to have one’s mind changed so that he
lives a new life and one conformed to the will of God

2. Living hope( záō): to live, experience God's gift of life.
(elpis): hope; anticipation; welcome; expectation of what is certain
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3. Resurrection (anastasis): up again; to stand up; rising again; raised to life
again

[Jhn 11:25 NKJV] 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.

1. I have received the power of the life-giving Spirit that has freed from the
power of sin that leads to death! (Rom 8:2)

2. I am led by the Spirit of God and I am a child of God for I have not
received the Spirit of bondage again to fear, but I have received the Spirit
of adoption by whom I cry out, “Abba Father.” The Spirit Himself bears
witness with my spirit that I am a child of God, an heir of God and join
heir with Christ (Rom 8:14-17).

3. I am dead to sin and alive in Christ! (Romans 6:11)

4. God who is the God of hope fills me with all joy and peace in believing as
I trust in him that I may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Homework:

Present yourself before The Lord in your daily prayer time and throughout the day as an
empty vessel before him to be filled with his light and love and glory. Continue to
consciously choose his thoughts, his word and to deny your self will. You will
continually receive and continually be refreshed in the life and light of The Lord. Rely on
him not only to fill you but also to keep you in Him.

BECOME A PART OF OUR ONLINE PRAYER SCHOOL COMMUNITY:

www.prayerschoolcommunity.com

*Watch & share weekly videos of teaching
*Read mini teaching blogs/words of encouragement

*Print scripture confession sheets
*Request prayer or share praise report

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity

Youtube Channel is linked up to our website at www.prayerschoolcommunity.com
or you can go directly to youtube and search for “Prayer School Community” or

type in the following address:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw


