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Series Title: Life by the Spirit  

Today’s Message:  

Part 7 – “Drawing Near” 

 

[Heb 4:16 NKJV] 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 

obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

[Jas 4:8 ESV] 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

 

[Jas 4:8 NLT] 8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, 

you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 

I. GOD DESIRES FOR US TO COME TO HIM  

A. God loves to give to us and wants us to freely come to His throne of grace 

to receive from Him. This happens as we present ourselves before God in 

complete surrender to the one who loves us unconditionally. 

B. Not in striving as if we could come worthy, but coming in the humility of 

Christ, knowing we are unworthy apart from Him. Coming willing as an 

empty vessel desiring to receive from Him, and knowing it’s God’s will 

for us to receive. 

[Mat 11:28 NKJV] 28 "Come to Me, all [you] who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest. 

C. “Draw Near”: Strong’s Concordance 1448 eggízō (from 1451 /eggýs, 

"near") – properly, has drawn close (come near).  occurs 14 times in the 

Greek perfect tense (indicative mood) in the NT which expresses "extreme 

closeness, immediate imminence (something is just about to happen or 

occur) – even a presence ('It is here') because the moment of this coming 

happened (i.e. at the beginning of Jesus' ministry)" (J. Schlosser). 

1. transitive, to bring near, to join one thing to another 

http://biblehub.com/greek/1451.htm
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[Gen 48:10 ESV] 10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could 

not see. So Joseph brought them near him, and he kissed them and embraced 

them.  

2. intransitive, to draw or come near, to approach;  

D. God always has something for us in His presence 

[Luk 18:35-43 ESV] 35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by 

the roadside begging. 36 And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this 

meant. 37 They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." 38 And he cried out, 

"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 39 And those who were in front 

rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, "Son of David, 

have mercy on me!" 40 And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to 

him. And when he came near, he asked him, 41 "What do you want me to do for 

you?" He said, "Lord, let me recover my sight." 42 And Jesus said to him, 

"Recover your sight; your faith has made you well." 43 And immediately he 

recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when 

they saw it, gave praise to God.  

E. Further examples of God’s people receiving as they drew near directly 

(transitive) and also as God’s time of provision drew near (intransitive): 

[Mat 21:34 ESV] 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to 

the tenants to get his fruit.  

[Act 7:17 ESV] 17 "But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had 

granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt  

F. Man has to come up from his lowly level to God: 

[Act 21:33 ESV] 33 Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him 

to be bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what he had done.  

G. Religion tries to bring God down: 
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 [Act 23:15 ESV] 15 Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to the 

tribune to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case 

more exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near."  

H. God calls us to gather together as He draws near 

[Heb 10:25 ESV] 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  

I.      God has already come to us and His kingdom is at hand, is near to us; is           

accessible from within our heart. 

[Mar 1:15 ESV] 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand; repent and believe in the gospel."  

 

[Zec 1:3 NKJV] 3 "Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Return to 

Me," says the LORD of hosts, "and I will return to you," says the LORD of hosts. 

 

II. UNDERSTANDING OUR POSITION IN CHRIST WHEN WE PRAY: 

 

[Eph 2:4-7 ESV] 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 

he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ--by grace you have been saved-- 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show 

the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

[Eph 1:16-23 ESV] 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what 

are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 

might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

A.       We are loved greatly & unconditionally by God and have received His  

       rich mercy (pardon, forgiveness, compassion) 

B.       We are alive IN CHRIST 
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C.       We have been (and are continually) saved by grace (redeemed from the  

curse & enemy’s cursed system, now restored to God’s blessing) – see 

handout of picture of “faith in the Name of Jesus” 

D.       In Him, we sit where He sits; He is the head and we take our place in Him 

E.       God shows the immeasurable riches of His grace and kindness towards us 

F.       As born-again believers, we now abide in Christ and He abides in us – and   

      just as He is far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and  

     above every name that is named, so are we in Him. Just as all things are     

     under his feet, they are also under ours, in Him.  

G.      We are the body of Christ and Jesus is head over us. 

H.      We are the fullness of Christ and He fills in every way. 

 

Side Note: Begging God is misappropriating what has already been given to us in Christ. 

 

1. Misappropriating means dishonestly or unfairly taking something, 

belonging to another for one's own use 

 

2. All that belongs to Christ IS already ours and God wants us to receive 

and has freely given us all things in Christ – BECAUSE OF JESUS 

ALONE & HIS BLOOD THAT WAS SHED – coming before God 

begging him to do something is evidence of a believed lie operating in 

our heart that causes us to think we can and must do something in 

order to convince God to do for us.  

 

a. The truth is that God has already provided EVERYTHING to 

us promised in His word and stored these things up for us in 

the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. We access all that is stored 

up for us through Christ. Deut 28:12, Mal 3:10, 2 Cor 9:10-11 

 

2 Cor 1:20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. 

And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 

 

[Psa 84:11 ESV] 11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor 

and honor. No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

We know that God’s word IS his will for us and he already sent Jesus and fulfilled the 

law on our behalf, freeing us from the cursed fallen sinful nature as we receive Christ as 

our lord and savior and bringing us back into right standing with God and as a co-heir 

with Christ. 

b. There is nothing God hasn’t already done for us that we would 

need to try to convince him to do. He even gave up His son for 

us while we were sinners. No convincing was needed. He did 

that of His own love for us. Begging all day long, not matter 

how heartfelt, can’t move God to do something even if begging 

could have worked (even though it doesn’t) but because he has 

already done it all, there’s nothing more he could do! So it’s 

like you are coming before someone asking them to do 
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something or give you something they have already done 

and/or given to you. He will simply say, it’s already yours in 

my son, receive Him and receive all things. 

 

c. God is not moved by our conditions and empty promises, and 

our works to try and earn something from Him are like filthy 

rags to Him. 

3. There are 2 kinds of works: the kind God refers to as “filthy rags” and 

the kind that God refers to as “good works.”  

 

[Isa 64:6 ESV] 6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 

deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 

wind, take us away. 

 

Strong’s 5708 Hebrew word is ed. It means “filthy” and refers to a menstruation rag. 

 

a. The key phrase here is “our righteous deeds.” Filthy works are 

works that we do to try and obtain a righteous position before 

God. Nothing we can do could ever obtain the position that 

only Jesus Christ could obtain for us with his blood.  

b. We are the righteousness of God because of Christ. He earned 

that position for us. We did not earn it ourselves, therefore we 

can never lose it. Our blood works would be like menstruation 

blood – unclean. Jesus’ blood is pure and holy and blameless. 

 

[2Co 5:21 ESV] 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

[Eph 2:10 ESV] 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

 

Strong’s 2041 Greek word is érgon (from ergō, "to work, accomplish") – 

a work or worker who accomplishes something; a deed (action) that carries out 

(completes) an inner desire (intension, purpose). 

   

c. The key phrase here is “created in Christ Jesus.” The good 

works we do are the ones God has called us to do through 

Christ by carrying out His will on this earth from His desires at 

work within us. 

 

d. Hearts stuck in filthy rags works try to earn something from 

God; hearts producing good works have already received from 

God and are simply reciprocating from the love they have 

received, knowing nothing they do will cause God to love them 

or do for them any more than He has already done, but yet we 

desire to do the things He has called us to do because of His 
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great love for us. 

 

I.  Jesus poured out his blood and God entered into covenant with himself – the  

Father with the Son, and He  made us recipients of the covenant of grace as was 

his original covenant to us in the garden as well, except that now he has made a 

way for it to be unconditional based not on our own works but now on His own 

work finished for us in Christ so that nothing again can ever separate us from 

fellowship with Him, not even our own sin. 

 

[Rom 8:17 NKJV] 17 and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and joint heirs 

with Christ, if indeed we suffer with [Him], that we may also be glorified 

together. 

 

BLOOD COVENANT SCRIPTURES: 

 

OT Foreshadowing coming of Christ: 

 

Isaiah 41:10 KJV So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

 

Isaiah 59:16 He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to 

intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation for him, and his own righteousness 

sustained him. 

 

Jesus’ blood was shed for us: 

 

Matthew 26:28 KJV - For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many 

for the remission of sins. 

 

Hebrews 9:14 KJV - How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God? 

 

Hebrews 9:12KJV - Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 

entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption [for us]. 

 

[Heb 12:2 NKJV] 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of [our] faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (AMP) 
14 

Inasmuch then as we [believers] have a great High Priest who has [already ascended 

and] passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession [of 

faith and cling tenaciously to our absolute trust in Him as Savior]. 
15 

For we do not have 

a High Priest who is unable to sympathize and understand our weaknesses  and  

temptations, but One who has been tempted [knowing exactly how it feels to be human] in 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-26-28/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-9-14/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Hebrews-9-12/
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every respect as we are, yet without [committing any] sin. 
16 

Therefore let us [with 

privilege] approach the throne of grace [that is, the throne of God’s gracious favor] with 

confidence and without fear, so that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find 

[His amazing] grace to help in time of need [an appropriate blessing, coming just at the 

right moment]. 

 

*So when we pray: 

 

1. We give God His place – head over all including us 

2. Clothe ourselves in humility of Christ – remembering we were dead in sin when 

He found us and are nothing on our own, but are now saved by His grace. 

3. Take our place in Christ. 

4. We bring ourselves into agreement with Jesus, our high priest and his prayers by 

praying in agreement with the word of God, the bible.  We speak the word of God 

over ourselves, our family, others and every situation, releasing God’s life-giving 

power and light into every area. 

5.  Through prayer, we submit to the Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, to lead us 

unto Jesus who is the fullness of grace and truth and Jesus takes us to The Father. 

The Father, Son , and Holy Spirit are one, and in prayer we are led into the 

fullness of all of who God is, as He reveals himself to us more and more as we 

continue to come to Him to receive. 

6. God calls us to speak out His word and the Spirit also speaks through us.  

 

The bible says in Prov 18:21 that we have the power of life and death in our tongue. 

 

Rom 8:26 NIV 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 

pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

 

Rom 10:9 NIV 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 

[Mar 11:22-24 ESV] 22 And Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to 

you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' and does not 

doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for 

him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received 

it, and it will be yours.  

 

[Mat 21:22 ESV] 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith."  

 

[Isa 55:11 ESV] 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 

to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing 

for which I sent it.  
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[Rom 4:17 ESV] 17 as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations"--in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 

existence the things that do not exist.  

 

[Rom 10:17 ESV] 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 

Christ.  

 

[Eze 12:25 ESV] 25 For I am the LORD; I will speak the word that I will speak, and it 

will be performed. It will no longer be delayed, but in your days, O rebellious house, I 

will speak the word and perform it, declares the Lord GOD."  

 

[Eze 37:1-10 ESV] 1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the 

Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 

And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of 

the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, "Son of man, can these 

bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy 

over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says 

the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the 

LORD." 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, 

and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and 

behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the 

four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 10 So I prophesied 

as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 

feet, an exceedingly great army.  

 

[Jhn 1:1-2 ESV] 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.  

 

[Act 2:1-2 ESV] 1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 

place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting.  

 

[Isa 46:10 ESV] 10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things 

not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,'  

 

[Num 23:19 ESV] 19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should 

change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not 

fulfill it?  

 

[Mat 4:4 ESV] 4 But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but 

by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  
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[Gen 1:1-2 ESV] 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 

was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the face of the waters.  

 

[Jhn 6:63 ESV] 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  

 

[Psa 33:9 ESV] 9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 

 

Homework:  

Come before God knowing He desires to be close to you and for you to come to Him. 

 

 

BECOME A PART OF OUR ONLINE PRAYER SCHOOL COMMUNITY: 

 

www.prayerschoolcommunity.com  

 

*Watch & share weekly videos of teaching 

*Read mini teaching blogs/words of encouragement 

*Print scripture confession sheets 

*Request prayer or share praise report 

  

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: 

www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity 

 

Youtube Channel is linked up to our website at www.prayerschoolcommunity.com 

or you can go directly to youtube and search for “Prayer School Community” or 

type in the following address: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw 

 

 

 

http://www.prayerschoolcommunity.com/
http://www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity
http://www.prayerschoolcommunity.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw

