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Series Title: Christ the Power of God and the Wisdom of God 

Today’s Message:  
Part 2 – Praying in Wisdom and Power 

AKA: “Labor to Rest in the Finished Work of Christ” 
 

1 Corinthians 1:24: …but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God.  

 
 [Phl 2:5-11 NIV] 5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as 
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking 
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even death on 
a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

 
Review: 
 
Keeping at the forefront in our hearts, minds and mouths: 
 
[Eph 2:4-6 NKJV] 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,5 even 
when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
 
[Eph 1:16-23 NIV] 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and 
his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, 
and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way. 
 
[Heb 4:16 NKJV] 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
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[Jas 4:8 ESV] 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

 
I. CHRIST = THE POWER OF GOD & THE WISDOM OF GOD 
 
Greek words from 1 Cor 1:24: 
Power = dunamis (G1411 in Strong’s concordance) force; miraculous power; ability; 
abundance; meaning; might; strength; violence (behavior involving physical force 
intended to hurt, damage, or kill—think of the fig tree or the power of sin); mighty 
(wonderful) work 
 
Wisdom = sophia (G4678 in Strong’s Concordance) wisdom, insight, skill (human or 
divine), intelligence – is used for wisdom that belongs to men and supreme intelligence 
(worldly or spiritual) used of the knowledge of very diverse matters, so that the shade of 
meaning in which the word is taken must be discovered from the context in every 
particular case.  
 
[Phl 3:7-11 NLT] 7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them 
worthless because of what Christ has done. 8 Yes, everything else is worthless when 
compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9 and 
become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the 
law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God's way of making us right 
with himself depends on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power 
that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 11 so that 
one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead! 
 
Suffer = pathéma (G3804 in Strong’s Concordance) hardship or pain subjectively an 
emotion or influence – affection, affliction, motion, suffering 
 
**Jesus didn’t suffer being sick or poor except on the cross so “suffering for Jesus” by 
being sick or poor as religion teaches is completely religious distortion of the Word of 
God. Jesus took on the sin, sickness and poverty of the world on the cross so WE 
wouldn’t have it in our new life in Him. 
 

A.      Exchanging our own old identity for a new identity in Christ 
 
[Gal 2:20 NIV] 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 
[Phl 3:12-13 NIV] 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead,  
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B.      I am the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
 

[2Co 5:21 NIV] 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
[Rom 3:22 NIV] 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile… 
 

II. Praying in faith in the Name and person of Jesus Christ Our High Priest 
(mediator) & Anchor for Our Soul 

 
A. When we pray to The Father, we must present ourselves IN Christ. We can 

boldly and confidently approach God’s throne, because we are confident in 
Jesus and the gift of righteousness we’ve been given through our faith in Him. 
We have no confidence on our own or in ourselves, our confidence is Christ 
himself and the gift of new life we have received in Him through salvation. 

 
[Jhn 14:13 ESV] 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son.  
 
[Jhn 15:7, 14-16 ESV] 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. ... 14 You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
 
[2Co 3:4-5 NKJV] 4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as [being] from ourselves, but our 
sufficiency [is] from God, 

 
B. We should not think we can approach The Father on our own and instead we 

maintain our constant need and reliance upon Jesus who has saved us to also 
bring us before The Father to receive. 

 
[Eph 2:8-9 NKJV] 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; [it is] the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
 
[Eph 2:8-9 NLT] 8 God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can't take 
credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we 
have done, so none of us can boast about it. 
 
Believed in what? That He died, was buried and resurrected and paid the price for our sin. 
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FAITH =  G4102 πίστις pistis pis'-tis 
From G3982; persuasion, that is, credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the 
truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; 
abstractly constancy in such profession; by extension the system of religious 
(Gospel) truth itself: - assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity. 

Faith = active, continual reliance upon Jesus for salvation 
 
[Act 3:16 NKJV] 16 "And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man 
strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which [comes] through Him has given him 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.  
 
[Heb 11:1 NKJV] 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.  
 
[Rom 5:1 NKJV] 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
[Isa 53:4-5 ESV] 4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  
 
HEALED = RAPHAH (H7495 in Strong’s Concordance) mend, cure, heal, physician, 
repair, make whole 
 
SALVATION = ___________________________________________________ 
 

1. This is where the essential part of “surrender” comes into play and should 
be at the onset of all our prayer and communication with God – when we 
continually see ourselves IN Christ and weak and impotent on our own, it 
keeps us surrendering to Him and exalting His name and mindful of all He 
has done for us, lest we think we can do something on our own, even pray. 
Nothing we do on our own will produce any fruit. We must acknowledge 
Jesus and our position in Him and in His blood when we approach The 
Father. 

 
[Jhn 14:6 ESV] 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 
 
[Jhn 15:5 ESV] 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  
 
[Rom 8:26 ESV] 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words. 
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2. We pray unto The Father, presenting ourselves IN Christ Jesus, our High 
Priest. 

 
C. Taking our position IN CHRIST as the righteousness of God means believing 

what God says about you as a new creation in Christ despite how you feel or 
look and praying out of a place of ALREADY BEING VICTORIOUS. 

 
D. We rest our faith in Christ himself who is our head an d covering and in the 

finished work He accomplished on the cross and see that WE too are finished 
in Him. 

 
[Eph 6:10-18 NKJV] 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might.  
 
Strong = endunamoō (G1743 in Strong’s Concordance) empowered, enabled, increasing 
in, made strong. 
 
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual [hosts] of 
wickedness in the heavenly [places]. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand 
therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints- 
 

E. Jesus already won the battle and now we stand in a place of victory in Him. 
We must lay ourselves in Him and receive HIS victory. 

 
[Mat 26:36-46 NIV] 36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, 
and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37 He took Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then 
he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here 
and keep watch with me." 39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and 
prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but 
as you will." 40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Couldn't you 
men keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. 41 "Watch and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42 He went away 
a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away 
unless I drink it, may your will be done." 43 When he came back, he again found them 
sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more 
and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and 



PRAYER SCHOOL 

1-10-16 
   
 

6 

said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of 
Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 
 
[Luk 22:42-44 NIV] 42 "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my 
will, but yours be done." 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened 
him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of 
blood falling to the ground.  
 

F. Lay yourself in Christ. Lay the challenge before Him and see that He has 
already won the victory for you. You are not trying to obtain it. It is already 
yours. 

 
 [Luk 21:37 NIV] 37 Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he 
went out to spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives. 
 

So keeping ourselves in this place of surrendering ourselves before the Lord daily 
as empty vessels to be filled, today we will look at how Jesus prayed out of this 
place of complete surrender to the father so that we too can pray in His power and 
wisdom given to us. 

 
God has called us to labor (Heb 4:11)...but not to the kind of labor often seen in the body 
of Christ in trying to get God to do something. That kind of labor is heavy and 
burdensome and doesn't produce anything good. God has already done all there is to do, 
and according to Gen 2:2 He is now resting in His finished work. He's not tired. He's 
simply finished. He's done everything He could possibly do for us. There's nothing He 
hasn't done that we could ask Him to do, and our begging, pleading cries of desperation 
can't get Him to do what He has already done. Instead, it's through our trust, confidence 
and commitment to God's Word (and the finished work of Christ) that we receive the 
manifestation of God's promises. He made provisions for our every need at the 
foundation of the world, before we were ever born. God doesn't make provision for us 
when we need it...He made it for us before we were ever born and before we ever knew 
we would have need for that healing, for that wisdom, for that financial provision. 
Provisions have been waiting on God's people for centuries. 
 
Resting in the finished work of Christ does not mean just chilling...it means laying our 
very person into His being and resting ourselves in Him and in what He has done for 
us...and sometimes that takes work! But it's light and easy and produces a great amount 
of peace and joy in us as we do the labor. 
 
MEDITATING ON THE FINISHED WORK 
 
John 4:34 NLT 
Then Jesus explained: "My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, 
and from finishing his work. 
 
John 17:4 NIV 
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I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 
 
[Jhn 19:28-30 ESV] 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to 
fulfill the Scripture), "I thirst." 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge 
full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had 
received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 
 
[Gen 2:2 ESV] 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.  
 
[Heb 4:4, 10 ESV] 4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: "And 
God rested on the seventh day from all his works." ... 10 for whoever has entered God's 
rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.  
 
[Jhn 1:3 ESV] 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.  
 
[Col 1:16 ESV] 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created 
through him and for him.  
 
[Col 2:10 ESV] 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and 
authority.  
 

BECOME A PART OF OUR ONLINE PRAYER SCHOOL COMMUNITY: 
 

www.prayerschoolcommunity.com  
 

*Watch & share weekly videos of teaching 
*Read mini teaching blogs/words of encouragement 

*Print scripture confession sheets 
*Request prayer or share praise report 

  
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: 

www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity 
 

Youtube Channel is linked up to our website at www.prayerschoolcommunity.com 
or you can go directly to youtube and search for “Prayer School Community” or 

type in the following address: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw 
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