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Series Title: Life by the Spirit  

Today’s Message:  

Part 1 – “Preparation to be Filled” 

 

[Rom 8:14-17 NKJV] 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 

God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 

Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The Spirit Himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs--heirs 

of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with [Him], that we may also be 

glorified together. 

 

I. REVIEW - FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS 

 

[Act 3:16 NIV] 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was 

made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has completely 

healed him, as you can all see. 

FAITH: 

G4102        pistis pis'-tis 
From G3982; persuasion, that is, credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the 

truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; 

abstractly constancy in such profession; by extension the system of religious 

(Gospel) truth itself: - assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity. 

Total KJV occurrences: 244 

A. Faith is reliance upon Christ continually – surrendering to Him (the Word and 

truth itself) actively by the power of His Holy Spirit within us with full 

assurance and loyalty to Him. 

 

1. When you have constant reliance, you are one and operate as one 

 

2. You look to Him for salvation in everything: from your old man’s ways of 

thinking and doing, from the enemy, from sin, from worldly thoughts and 

ways, from temptation, from sickness and disease, from fear, from past 

failures—you recognize you need a savior and you are in CONSTANT 

seeking of Him and His help. 

 

B. We are called to live by faith (active, continual reliance upon Christ for 

salvation) 

 

[Heb 10:38 NIV] 38 And, "But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take 

no pleasure in the one who shrinks back." 
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C. Living by faith is eating, sleeping, breathing, thinking on and walking in Jesus 

and in the salvation He brings. John 10:10 life and life more abundantly! 

 

1. The word zaó for “live” in the Greek means: 

 

a. To live and be strong; to no longer be dead 

b. to enjoy real life, i. e. to have true life and worthy of the name — 

active, blessed, endless in the kingdom of God 

c. the manner of living and acting 

d. having vital power within itself and exerting the same upon the soul 

 

2. Jesus is our living hope 

 

[1Pe 1:3 ESV] 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 

3. Hope is alive! Jesus is our living hope! We live in hope; hope lives in us. 

 

4.  Faith is the assurance of Jesus living in us and we in Him and bearing 

witness by His Spirit within us that all The Word says is true, even if we 

haven’t seen Jesus (the manifestation of the Word) with our natural eyes.  

 

[Heb 11:1 ESV] 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of things not seen.  

 

5. Again, faith is our active and continual reliance on Jesus. 

 

[Rom 1:16-17 NKJV] 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 

is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first 

and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 

faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  

 

D. We are called to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus 

[2 Peter 3:18 ESV] But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 

Amen. 

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALS CHRIST 

 

[1Co 2:6-11 NKJV] 6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not 

the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we 

speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God ordained before 

the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, 

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A18&version=ESV
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nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has 

prepared for those who love Him." 10 But God has revealed [them] to us through His 

Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man 

knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one 

knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.  

 

[Jhn 3:27 NKJV] 27 John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has 

been given to him from heaven.  

 

[Isa 55:8-9 NKJV] 8 "For My thoughts [are] not your thoughts, Nor [are] your ways My 

ways," says the LORD. 9 "For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My 

ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.  

 

[Jhn 16:12-14 NKJV] 12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

[them] now. 13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into 

all truth; for He will not speak on His own [authority], but whatever He hears He will 

speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of 

what is Mine and declare [it] to you.  

 

[Eph 2:4-10, 13-18 NKJV] 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised [us] up together, and made [us] 

sit together in the heavenly [places] in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might 

show the exceeding riches of His grace in [His] kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For 

by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; [it is] the gift of 

God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 

them. ... 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has 

broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, 

[that is], the law of commandments [contained] in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 

one new man [from] the two, [thus] making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And 

He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 

For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

 

III. CHRIST PREPARES US TO BE FILLED BY THE SPIRIT 

 

A. NO MORE RELIANCE ON EXTERNAL THINGS 

 

Luke 9:2-3 

…2And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform 

healing. 3And He said to them, "Take nothing for your journey, neither a staff, nor a 

bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not even have two tunics apiece.  

 

http://biblehub.com/luke/9-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/9-3.htm
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1. He instructed them to leave all external things behind. He taught them to put their 

confidence in Him to supply their every need. So all things they might have put 

their trust in – whether their nets, their money, their parents, their favorite lucky 

rabbit tail, leave it all behind. 

 

2.  We then also read 13 chapters later after they have done as Jesus commanded 

that He provided every external need for them faithfully. 

 

Luke 22:36 

…35And He said to them, "When I sent you out without money belt and bag and sandals, 

you did not lack anything, did you?" They said, "No, nothing." 

 

15. This was something they had to do in order to follow Jesus and be his disciples. And 

being one of his disciples meant being prepared to be filled by the Holy Spirit. The 

first level of preparation was to let go of everything in the natural that they had put 

their confidence in or could have put their confidence in. 

 

16. The second level of preparation wouldn’t truly be complete until after Jesus’ death. 

This next level of preparation to be filled and baptized with the Holy Spirit to have 

God Himself living in them and His nature, character and power overtaking them, 

was the death of self.  

 

B. NO MORE RELIANCE ON SELF – DEATH TO SELF 

 

More on this next week… 

 

 

2 tim 1:6 

6For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. 7For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and 

love and discipline.… 

 

There is no greater honor, reward, privilege or fulfillment we have been given except to 

pray. To fellowship with God and literally have Him speaking in us and filling us with 

Himself and His love, joy, peace, wisdom, grace….Life is rich in Christ and in the power 

of His Spirit.  

 

 

http://biblehub.com/luke/22-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_timothy/1-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_timothy/1-7.htm

