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Series Title: INTIMACY WITH GOD & FLOWING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Today’s Message:  

Part 14: “Partakers of the Divine Nature” 

(through a grace-filled, first-hand, personal relationship with God) 

 [Jhn 17:3 ESV] 3 And this is eternal life, that they know (ginosko – personally 
experience) you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

Knowledge: Strong’s Concordance G1922 epígnōsis  
Definition: knowledge, discernment, recognition gained through first-hand relationship, 
contact-knowledge and experience.  

[2Pe 1:2-4 ESV] 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

Breakdown of 2 Peter 1:2-4: 

1. Grace (charis - unearned and undeserved favor, benefit, and gift to us from God) 
is multiplied to us in the knowledge (epignosis- first-hand relationship; contact-
knowledge) of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
a. Every time we experience intimacy with God, grace is multiplied to us. 
b. Grace is a product or fruit of intimacy with God. 

 
2. Peace (eirēnē– joined as one; prosperity; quietness; rest) is multiplied to us in the 

knowledge (epignosis- first-hand relationship; contact-knowledge) of God and of 
Jesus our Lord. 
a.   Every time we experience intimacy with God, peace is multiplied to us. 
b.   Peace is a product or fruit of intimacy with God. 

      3. God’s divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness. 
a.   It’s through the knowledge (epignosis- first-hand relationship; contact-
knowledge) that we receive His divine power and all things His divine power has 
granted to us. 
b.   Power = Strong’s Concordance 1411 dýnamis (from 1410 /dýnamai, "able, 
having ability") – properly, "ability to perform"; for the believer, power to achieve 
by applying the Lord's inherent abilities. "Power through God's ability"; force 
(literally or figuratively); miraculous power (usually by implication, a miracle 
itself):—ability, abundance, meaning, might 
 
 

http://biblehub.com/greek/1410.htm
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Outline of biblical usage for dynamis power: 
1.  Inherent power; power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which  

 a person or thing exerts and puts forth 
2.  Power for performing miracles 
3.  Moral power and excellence of soul 
4. The power and influence which belong to riches and wealth 

(Matthew 25:14-30 parable of the talents & Ephesians 3:16) 
a. Both verses reveal that it is through personal first-hand contact and 

experience with God’s Spirit and a revelation of grace (a revelation of 
Jesus who is the fullness of grace and truth) that causes us to continue to 
receive His increase and fullness in our lives at a greater level.  

b. God’s supply for us is in grace! (2 Cor 9:8-12) When we have revelation 
of grace, we have true, intimate knowledge of God that produces a 
continual reliance upon Him with an understanding at the same time that 
all your needs have already been met in Christ. It is a place of confidence 
and certainty about who God is and the supply He has already made 
available to you in Christ. 

c. When we remain connected to God’s rich abundant supply of grace, we 
remain plugged into God’s dynamis power and not our own. Every man 
was given a certain inherent power (ability) when God made him, but 
man’s power separate from God cannot produce and multiply in the 
abundant way of grace (when man’s dynamis is submitted to and 
partnered with God’s dynamis). (Notice in Matthew 25:15 the servant who 
received the most to work with from the start received 5 talents 
representing grace.) 

d. In the story of the parable of talents, which Jesus is comparing the 
kingdom of heaven to, he calls the men his “own servants” signifying the 
men belong to Him. Yet in KJV and Greek break down of verse 15, it says 
he gave “to every man according to his several ability.” That word several 
in the Greek is idios which pertains to self, one’s own ability private or 
separate. 

e. The man who submitted his own private and separate ability to God’s 
ability (grace) is the man who received the most to start with and also 
represents the one who has the most intimate relationship with God. In 
grace you know you belong to God as he calls you “his own” and you 
have nothing of your own merit and rely on nothing of your own. 

f. There is also a picture of the law vs grace here with the 2 talents and 5 
talents…there is specific verbiage about how the increase took place for 
the man given 5 talents…(representing the one in grace), it says in vs 16: 
“The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his 
money to work and gained five more…HE didn’t labor for the increase, 
the provision God gave Him did the work. His money worked for him. 

g. In contrast, it does not say the same about the man with 2 talents. Vs 17 
says, “So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.” It doesn’t 
say he put his money to work…it just says he gained two more…the text 
isn’t clear about his process as it was about the process of grace, but it’s 
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likely he had more investment of his own labor and energy, and perhaps 
he even is a picture of one partnered with God perhaps (represented by the 
number 2), but while God meets us where we are at in every level of 
relationship with Him, receiving through His supply of grace is always the 
best, most rewarding and light and easy pathway.  

h. In grace there is a continual, recognized need for God and an awareness at 
the same time that He has already met our needs…In grace we are aware 
of God’s ability within us and never depart from that. 

i. He gives to all and desires for all to increase, but it is through true intimate 
knowledge of the giver that the greater increase takes place. 

j. Go to Matthew 25:14-30…see that the one who was given 1 talent didn’t 
really know God…he claimed to, but based on what he says and does, we 
know he didn’t.  

k. God gave to the workers based on their dynamis ability (Matt 25:15) to 
receive according to the power of the spirit at work in them (relationship 
level and a picture of direct correlation of level of relationship with an 
understanding of His grace.) 

 
[Mat 7:21-23 ESV] 21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
22 On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, 
you workers of lawlessness.' 

 
[Eph 3:14-19 ESV] 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the 
riches (ploutos: wealth as fullness; literally money, possessions; figuratively 
abundance, richness; specifically valuable bestowment; riches) of his glory (doxa: 
dignity; honor; praise; worship) he may grant you to be strengthened with power 
(dynamis: miracle ability) through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith--that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, 19 and to know (ginosko: know absolutely 
through personal experience) the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge (gnosis: 
general knowledge of Christian religion; science), that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God. 
 

 2 more biblical usages of the word dynamis power not discussing today: 
5. Power and resources arising from numbers 
6. Power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts 

 
[2Pe 1:2-4 ESV] 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 
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through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

Continuing on with breakdown of 2 Pet 1:2-4: 

4.  God has called us to His own glory and excellence (goodness, virtue, valor,     
manliness, praise; virtuous course of thought, feeling and action, moral goodness). 

     a.  The pathway to God’s glory and excellence is through believing and receiving     
his precious and very great promises (believing and receiving Jesus Christ and all 
God says is ours in Him by taking our place in Him). 

[Rom 5:17 ESV] 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that 
one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

         b.  As we believe and receive God’s precious and very great promises, we become  
partakers of His divine nature. 

 
         c.  As we believe and receive God’s precious and very great promises and partake   
              of His divine nature, we escape from the corruption that is in the world because  
              of sinful desire. We have truly already escaped when we first believed on Christ,   
              but we must renew our minds and continue to be partakers of the promises in His  

  Word to keep us planted in Him and growing up in Christ as we continually   
  partake of his divine nature. 

 
2 Peter 1:3-4The Message (MSG) 
3-4 Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been miraculously given to us by 
getting to know, personally and intimately, the One who invited us to God. The best 
invitation we ever received! We were also given absolutely terrific promises to pass on to 
you—your tickets to participation in the life of God after you turned your back on a world 
corrupted by lust. 

• God has called us to Himself…to not only look to Him, but to look at Him, face 
to face.  In looking at Him, we see ourselves and are transformed into His likeness 
more and more…into the one man, Jesus Christ. 

[2Co 3:18 ESV] 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

• Like Paul, we are not ashamed to be constantly needy for Jesus and looking at 
Him, or of the gospel of grace which is about our need for a savior…when we 
look at Jesus (His written and manifested Word), His righteousness and our 
righteousness in Him is revealed to us.  

[Rom 1:16-17 ESV] 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it 
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the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous 
shall live by faith."  

• No matter what we face or what things look like, no matter how challenged we 
are or what thoughts, emotions or behaviors are coming out of us, we must 
remember we are partakers of God who lives within us and declare, “greater is he 
who lives in me that he who is in the world.” 

[1Jo 4:4 ESV] 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who 
is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

 

BECOME A PART OF OUR ONLINE PRAYER SCHOOL COMMUNITY: 

 
www.prayerschoolcommunity.com  

 
*Watch & share weekly videos of teaching 

*Read mini teaching blogs/words of encouragement 
*Print scripture confession sheets 

*Request prayer or share praise report 
  

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: 
www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity 

 
Youtube Channel is linked up to our website at www.prayerschoolcommunity.com 
or you can go directly to youtube and search for “Prayer School Community” or 

type in the following address: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw 
 
 

http://www.prayerschoolcommunity.com/
http://www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity
http://www.prayerschoolcommunity.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw

