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Series Title: INTIMACY WITH GOD & FLOWING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Today’s Message:  

Part 15: “Love: The Most Excellent Way” 

[Jhn 17:3 ESV] 3 And this is eternal life, that they know (ginosko G1097 – know 
absolutely through personally experience) you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent.  

I. Review – separate review sheet for newcomers + basic prayer review below:  
 

A. Prayer is: intimate communication with Our Father; heart to heart; receiving 
His thoughts, images, words and emotions; agreeing with The Word and 
speaking those things forth unto the earth; causing the finished work of Christ 
to manifest from the unseen into the seen by calling forth what The Word says 
is already ours; exercising our God-given authority; bringing heaven to earth 
 

B. Prayer is NOT trying to get something from God; He’s already given us 
everything His Word has promised through Christ; prayer is about receiving 
WHAT IS ALREADY OURS through the finished work of Christ (grace) 

 
C. The Word is our source of victory; the provision itself; the foundation for all 

our prayers; Jesus (The Word) is the one who defeated the enemy; our job is 
to proclaim what He has already done on our behalf and on behalf of others; 
the Word is what is to fill our hearts, our minds and our mouths in order to see 
the glory of God revealed on the earth 

 
1. John 17:17 (NIV) 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 
 

THE WORD is what cleanses and sanctifies us. We must pray The Word 
and be in agreement with The Word. 
a. Sets us free from concealments (lies), things that are hiding the truth 

about God and about who we are in Christ.  The Word breaks the 
shackles, removes the scales, removes the filtered glasses off the eyes 
of our hearts. 

b. Causes us to receive the truth (Christ, THE WORD) grafted into our 
heart and soul, mind and body and to KNOW who God is in His glory, 
what Christ has done on our behalf, and who we are in Christ.   

c. Prepares us and equips us to take our place in the body to be a 
blessing to God and to each other.  We are joined as one through 
Christ with the Father and with each other.  In order for the body to be 
fully functioning as God desires, we have to each take our place. 
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Last week: 

[2Pe 1:2-4 ESV] 2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord. 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

Knowledge: Strong’s Concordance G1922 epígnōsis  

Definition:  knowledge; recognition; full discernment; acknowledgement gained through 
first-hand relationship, contact-knowledge and experience 

[Mat 7:22-23 KJV] 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew (ginosko) 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

• “Ye that work iniquity” = Strong’s Concordance G2038 ergazomai + Strong’s 
G458 anomia = “you who work illegality; in violation of the law; 
unrighteousness” – either ignorant of the law or in violation of it. 

[Mat 5:16-17 NIV] 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 17 "Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. 

• God’s love for us is so great that He sent us a savior to set us free from all bondage! 
• Our righteousness is Jesus Christ (1 Cor 1:30, Phil 3:9) 
• No man is without sin (1 John 1:8). The law is perfect and is a picture of Jesus, 

but God never intended for us to try to live comparing ourselves to Him as if we 
were comparing with a measuring stick…we would always end up on the short 
end of the stick! 

• The law only amplified our sin and revealed our imperfections. Jesus came as the 
Word manifested in the flesh to fulfill the law and remove us from the curse that 
had us trying to live under it. 

• God has not called us to live under His best, but in His best…not to live under 
Jesus (that’s where the enemy resides), but in Christ Jesus. Not under the way, the 
truth, the life, and the light of the world, but in the way, the truth, the life and the 
light of the world…not under the fullness of grace and truth, but in the fullness of 
grace and truth…under love, but IN love. 

• Workers of iniquity are those who have tried to be followers of God through their 
own imperfect efforts and external works rather than through an intimate 
relationship with God. They try to earn their own righteousness from what they 
do, rather than identifying Jesus as their Lord, savior and source of every good 
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thing.  A grace-filled life is one that results from Christ consciousness.  Good 
works simply surface because of the intimate knowledge of God’s love for us and 
the relationship we have with the one who laid His life down for us. 
 

• Sin does not stop God from working His gifts through men. Where sin abounds, 
grace abounds more (Romans 5:20).   
 
[Rom 11:29 ESV] 29 For the gifts (unearned grace provisions of God; 
deliverance) and the calling (invitation and call by name) of God are irrevocable. 
 
Gift = charisma (Strong’s G5486) divine gratuity, deliverance (from danger or 
passion); a spiritual endowment; religious qualification; miraculous faculty; free 
gift – biblical usage: a favour with which one receives without any merit of his 
own; the gift of divine grace; the gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue; the 
economy of divine grace, by which the pardon of sin and eternal salvation is 
appointed to sinners in consideration of the merits of Christ laid hold of by faith; 
grace or gifts denoting extraordinary powers, distinguishing certain Christians and 
enabling them to serve the church of Christ, the reception of which is due to the 
power of divine grace operating on their souls by the Holy Spirit 
 
Calling = klesis (Strong’s G2821) an invitation (shorter form of Strong’s G2564 
kaleo); to call aloud, utter in a loud voice; to invite; to call by name; to give a 
name to; to receive the name of, receive as a name to be called 
Biblical examples: Acts 9:11: street name called “Straight”; Romans 9:25: I will 
call them my people; 1 Cor 1:9 called into fellowship; 1 Cor 7:15 called into 
peace; Gal 5:13: called to freedom; 1 Cor 7:20: Let every man abide in the same 
calling wherein he was called (aloud).  
 

• The irrevocable calling of God mentioned in Romans 11:29 is an invitation into 
His unearned grace provisions…Sidenote: He is not talking about being “called” 
an apostle or prophet, etc as we often say in the English language….The Greek 
does not refer to these as callings or say that Jesus called some to be apostles, 
prophets, etc….the Greek says He gave some to be… 
 
[Eph 4:11-13 NIV] 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
 
Gave = didomi (Strong’s G1325) adventure; bestow; bring forth; commit; deliver; 
give; grant 
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II. TODAY’S FOCUS: LOVE: THE MOST EXCELLENT WAY 
 
1 John 4:8-10 (ESV) 8 Anyone who does not love does not know (ginosko) God, 
because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that 
we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 

 
Propitiation = made us right with God, caused us to be pleasing before Him forevermore 
because of His own perfect sacrifice 
 
1 John 4:8-10 (ESV) We love because he first loved us. 
 

• Partaking in God’s goodness and receiving His unearned grace provisions given 
to us because of His great love for us causes us to live changed by His glory:  

 
[Tit 2:11-14 NIV] 11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 
people. 12 It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed 
hope--the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that 
are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 
[Heb 8:12 NIV] 12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 
more." 
 
[Heb 10:17 NIV] 17 Then he adds: "Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no 
more." 
 
John 15:13 (KJV) 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

 
A. God calls us friends 
 

1. All 21 translations say “friends” nowhere does it say 
“another”…yet, certainly it means for another, yet Jesus called us 
friends while we were yet sinners. Sidenote: Jesus called Judas 
“friend” when he told him to “do what you came to do” in 
betraying him. (Matt 26:50) 

 
2. Friend defined: a person whom one knows and with whom one has 

a bond of mutual affection – Jesus knows us and knew us before 
we were born and has affection towards us. 

 
B. God’s Word and His spirit work together in us to manifest His glorious, 

unconditional love for us and for others 
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1. We are commanded to love others, and the fulfillment and ability to do 
this is given to us through first receiving the love of Christ through 
knowing Him (ginosko). We carry Christ’s living love in our hearts. 

 
 John 15:14-16 (NIV) 

14 You are my friends if you do what I command.15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 
you.16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 
might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my 
name the Father will give you. 
 
Andrew Murray -  Andrew pastored churches in Bloemfontein, Worcester, Cape 
Town and Wellington, all in South Africa. He was a champion of the South 
African Revival of 1860.  He has written over 220 books. Some good material on 
prayer. 
 
Chapter 29 of the book The Spirit of Christ 
 
“And when that Spirit enters us, His first work is: 'The love of God hath been 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which was given unto us.' What He 
gives is not only the faith or the experience of how greatly God loves, but 
something infinitely more glorious. The Love of God, as a spiritual existence, as a 
Living Power, enters our hearts. It cannot be otherwise, for the Love of God exists 
in the Spirit; the outpouring of the Spirit is the inpouring of Love. This Love now 
possesses the heart: that one same Love with which God loves Jesus, and 
ourselves, and all His children, and which overflows to all the world, is within us, 
and is, if we know it, and trust it, and give up to it, the power for us to live in too. 
The Spirit is the Life of the Love of God; the Spirit in us is the Love of God 
taking up abode within us.” 

 
III. FOLLOW THE WAY OF LOVE 
 
 A.  Be rooted and established 
 
Ephesians 3:16-19 (NIV) 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
 
 B. Bind yourself to love and clothe yourself in love 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloemfontein
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worcester,_Western_Cape
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellington,_Western_Cape


PRAYER SCHOOL 

1-29-17 
   
 

6 

Col 3:14-17 (NIV) 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together 
in perfect harmony.15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as 
members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 
 
1 Cor 13:8 (NIV) If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I 
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give 
over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.  
 

C.  Be committed 
 
Col 2:6-7 (NIV) 6Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him, 7having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your 
faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  
 

D.  Be compelled 
 
2 Cor 5:14-15 (NIV) 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 
died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
 
Gal 5:6 (NIV) For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any 
value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 
 

E.  Let nothing separate you 
 
Romans 8:31-39 (NIV) 31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If 
God is for us, who can ever be against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us 
whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right standing 
with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was 
raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading 
for us. 35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer 
loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in 
danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed 
every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”[a]) 37 No, despite all these things, 
overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 38 And I am convinced that 
nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons,[b] neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13#fen-NIV-28667a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13#fen-NIV-28669b
http://biblehub.com/colossians/2-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/colossians/2-7.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28114a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28116b
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earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 F.  Follow the way of love & let love lead you  
  
1 Cor 14:1 (NIV) Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy. 
 
1 Cor 14:1 (NLT) Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special 
abilities the Spirit gives--especially the ability to prophesy. 
 
 G. Eat of the fruit and share it with others! 
 
Galatians 5:22 (NIV) 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.… 
 
Ephesians 3:16-21 (NIV) 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is 
at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 

H. We need both the Holy Spirit AND the Word working together in us to 
keep us in the love walk and to produce the fruit of the Spirit that God 
desires be produced in our lives!!  The Holy Spirit knows the thoughts and 
plans of our father and creator, and He leads us into those places of 
revelation – and that place of revelation is always in His Word.  The Holy 
Spirit will always lead you to the Word and cause you to see things as He 
sees. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:10-12 (NIV) The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of 
God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within 
him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We 
have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may  
understand what God has freely given us.  
 
John 14:26 (NIV) 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will sent in My 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
 
1 Corinthians 14:13-15 (NIV) 13 For this reason the one who speaks in a tongue should 
pray that they may interpret what they say. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 
prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will 

http://biblehub.com/galatians/5-22.htm
http://biblehub.com/galatians/5-23.htm
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also pray with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 
understanding. 
 
Romans 8:26-28 (NIV) 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans 
that words cannot express.  27 And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.   28 And 
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been 
called according to His purpose. 
 
Homework:  
 
Meditate on God’s love for you revealed in Jesus Christ and in your everyday life. Desire 
to know God more every day and to know His love for you and His love for His people 
more and more – desire His gifts to flow in you, and always follow the way of love! 
 
1. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you choose to allow His love to rule you – to rule your 

thoughts, your speech and your actions. Choose love, and know when you do, that 
you are choosing God and honoring His name. Know also that His love never 
fails. 1 Cor 13:8 

 
2.  Declare and agree with Ephesians 3:14-19 and thank God that you are rooted and 

grounded in Him, in His love and are continuing to be rooted and grounded in His 
love. See your roots going deeper and deeper in Him and in His love. 

 
3. Declared that God’s love compels you! 2 Cor 5:14 Know that you will have what 

you say! Mark 11:22-24 
 

BECOME A PART OF OUR ONLINE PRAYER SCHOOL COMMUNITY: 

 
www.prayerschoolcommunity.com  

 
*Watch & share weekly videos of teaching 

*Read mini teaching blogs/words of encouragement 
*Print scripture confession sheets 

*Request prayer or share praise report 
  

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: 
www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity 

 
Youtube Channel is linked up to our website at www.prayerschoolcommunity.com 
or you can go directly to youtube and search for “Prayer School Community” or 

type in the following address: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw 

http://www.prayerschoolcommunity.com/
http://www.facebook.com/prayerschoolcommunity
http://www.prayerschoolcommunity.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-68Wyv2ajk7b-4elEanYGw
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